
  
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to nominate Melanie Moravski-Dechnicz for her contribution to Ukrainian dance 
and folk-lore in Australia and the world. 
 

Melanie is a Honored Artist of Ukraine (Performing Artist) and is the founder and Artistic 
Director of Lehenda Ukrainian Dance Company. 
Following 9 years of voluntary service to the Melbourne Ukrainian youth community as 
Artistic Director/teacher of their dance ensemble following 7 years as a teacher, Melanie 
opened Lehenda in 2014 in order to excel and promote the love of Ukrainian dance to the 
wider Australian people. Not only has this done so, but it has enabled dancers to train and 
perform professionally in Ukrainian dance both inside and out of the Ukrainian-Australian 
Community.  
 

As a trained ballet dancer with absolutely no family connection with Ukraine or the Ukrainian 
culture at all, I met Melanie in 2010 and she remains to this day the most influential and 
inspiring woman I have met. At 18 years old, I had finished with ballet and was looking to 
train and perform in another dance style. My google searching led me to Verchovyna 
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble where Melanie's contact details were listed as she was the current 
Artistic Director. After our delightful phone call where she expressed her delight to hear that a 
non-Ukrainain was interested in the culture, she invited me to rehearsal that night to 
experience Ukrainian dance. I signed up on the night, and have rehearsed and performed with 
Melanie ever since. 
 

Melanie's knowledge and passion for Ukrainian dance is overwhelming. Trained at Virsky 
school herself, Melanie's commitment to professional Ukrainian dance training in Melbourne 
Australia is reflective of her desire to continue and promote this beautiful artistic culture in its 
highest possible quality. 
 

When Melanie opened Lehenda in 2014, her company of dancers grew to 40+ within weeks, 
and her adjacent school has since quadrupled in enrollments since it also opened in 2014. 
Needless to say, Melanie's reputation precedes her and both Ukrainian and non-Ukrainian 
dancers alike are drawn to her. 
 

Since the opening of Lehenda, (aptly named so to reference the legends and stories of the past 
which Lehenda dancers recreate on stage through Melanie's choreography) the company has 
performed at a number of significant events. This includes White Night Melbourne, 
Multicultural festivals across Melbourne and Geelong, as well as numerous private gigs and 
performances.  
 

Melanie's greatest achievement (to date) was I believe her original folk ballet, 'Kazka - A 
Fairytale'. Choreographed to original music composed by Australian-Ukrainian composer 
Nicholas Buc, this masterpiece brought tears of sadness and laughter from audiences across 
Australia and North America, deeply moving non-Ukrainians and inspiring within them an 
appreciation of the beauty and history of Ukrainian dance and folklore. More importantly 
however I felt that this folk ballet, which seamlessly linked three folk stories of the blue fox, 
the wild goose, and Ivan and Marichka during Ivana Kupala, rekindled a connection with the 
Ukrainian homeland. For many Ukrainian expatriates and descendants it revived in them a 
connection with their culture. Particularly during this political climate where the future of 
Ukrainian sovereignty is challenged, I personally felt that this ballet reinvigorated the cultural 
identity of the Ukrainian people living in Australia.  
 

http://www.lehenda.com.au/
http://www.lehenda.com.au/aboutkazka/
http://www.lehenda.com.au/aboutkazka/


It is hard to describe how I felt, as a non-Ukrainian, when Kazka was received with open arms 
and standing ovations across the globe. I have no doubt that this ballet came at a critical time 
in the history of Ukraine and for those who saw it, potentially inspired them to think and act 
differently towards the ongoing political crisis in Ukraine. Through Melanie, I have developed 
a deep understanding not only of Ukrainian dance but of Ukrainian culture. This is a strong 
culture that has faced adversity for hundreds of years, yet has resisted defeat or assimilation. 
It is through artists like Melanie that the value of Ukrainian culture is perpetuated throughout 
history. Ukrainian dance and culture in Melbourne (and Australia) has a very bright future 
thanks to Melanie.  
 

Melanie inspires the children (of, and not of Ukrainian descent) at her school to physically 
engage in this culture through performances (many of the dances telling a folk story or legend, 
as the name Lehenda implies) as they don the beautifully and authentically crafted costumes 
(designed and crafted by her mother, Natalia Moravski) and dance to authentic and 
contemporary Ukrainian music. In addition to teaching Ukrainian dance at Lehenda, Melanie 
is the character teacher at The Australian Conservatoire of Ballet where she teaches pre-
professional and elite dance students Ukrainian folk dance, exposing them to a very new and 
exciting dance culture complimentary to their ballet foundations.  
 

Melanie now employs me to teach at the Lehenda Ukrainian Dance School, where I specialize 
in technique - both ballet and Ukrainian. I also teach Melanie's Ukrainian dance syllabus at my 
childhood ballet school, and have instilled in my non-Ukrainian students an understanding 
and appreciating of not only Ukrainian dance, but also Ukrainian history and culture. This in 
turn will influence their views towards the current global political picture, and develop in 
them an awareness and empathy towards the smaller groups and cultures at the mercy of 
powerful countries. This is perhaps the most significant thing a teacher can achieve, to open 
the eyes of others to the world around them so that their knowledge can inspire their actions 
and thoughts. It is through this example, and those above that I can envisage no other teacher 
to be as influential through the medium of Ukrainian dance as Melanie Moravski-Dechnicz. 
 

http://www.acbaustralia.com.au/home/

