
 
 
 
 
 
 
The dance instructor I would like to nominate is Gwen Hanke from the Veeteretz School of 
Ukrainian Dance.  In Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.   I have had the pleasure to have dance under 
her as a child and now again in her adult group.  Along with my daughter who Gwen has 
taught for the past several years. Who I have watched blossom into a confident and angelic 
dancer.  Gwen is a talented and creative Ukrainian Dance instructor that continues to 
mesmerize, charm, captivate and transfix audiences of all ages. 
 

Gwen has been involved in the Ukrainian Dance Community for over 35 years.  Demonstrating 
a sincere dedication to the evolving art of Ukrainian dance.  Gwen is not only enthusiastic but 
ambitious in her committed approach to delivering quality instruction to young and old alike. 
 

Gwen began her Ukrainian Dance Training at the age of three and later began studying the 
discipline of ballet to compliment her dance training. At the age of 14, she joined Dnipro 
Ensemble. Gwen then attended the dance program at Grant MacEwen Collage, where she 
augmented her dance skills with the studies in ballet, jazz, modern and character dance. She 
then joined the world renowned Ukrainian Shumka Dancers, where she performed for 8 years 
and served on both the executive and artistic committees. 
 

Gwen is dedicated to her craft and is continually upgrading her knowledge and skills through 
many regional dance workshops that she attends. 
 

Gwen has held instructor positions with the 
Shumka School of Ukrainian Dance 1989-1991 
Gibbons Vaselli Dancers 1992-1993 
Veeteretz School of Ukrainian Dance 1978-present. 
Gwen is currently the Artistic Director and Administrator of  the Veeteretz Ukrainian Dancers. 
Among her many festival awards over the years, Gwen was recognized for her choreographic 
talent by being a three time recipient of the prestigious Don Chomlak Ukrainian Dance 
Choreography Award at the Vegreville Ukrainian Pysanka Festival. 
 

Gwen's passion to recognize excellence in dance, lead her to create the Veeteretz Ukrainian 
Dance Festival. The "VUDF" is celebrating eleven years of providing aspiring Ukrainian 
dancers with the opportunity to compete in a professional environment, as well as to learn 
and celebrate Ukrainian dance as an art form in a positive, encouraging atmosphere. 
 

I could not think of another individual that is more deserving of this award. That has more 
dedication, passion and love for Ukrainian Dance as Gwen Hanke.  She is truly a blessing to the 
Ukrainian Dance world and the children she shares her love of Ukrainian Dance with. 
 
 


